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Board Adopts 2017 General Fund Budget and Holds the 
Line on Taxes for Third Consecutive Year  

 
Includes Investments in New PreK-5 Literacy Curriculum, Increased 
Classroom Technology and Job Embedded Professional Development  

 
Board Approves Appointment of New Community Schools Coordinator  

 
PITTSBURGH, December 21, 2016 – For the third consecutive year, the Board of School 
Directors adopted a General Fund Budget without a tax increase.  The adopted 2017 General 
Fund Budget supports priorities identified in Superintendent Hamlet’s 90-Day Transitional Plan 
Report, including investments that upgrade an outdated PreK-5 literacy curriculum, increase 
classroom technology and provide job embedded professional development for teachers, 
principals and staff.  An increase of 4.3 percent of the adopted 2016 budget, the adopted 2017 
General Fund budget includes an operating deficit of $15.8 million.  
 
“Due to the sound, fiscal management of the Board, the District is positioned to make targeted 
investments in strategies aimed at improving student achievement,” said Superintendent Anthony 
Hamlet.  “By investing in the growth of our people, aligning our curriculum to the PA Core and 
providing more access to technology, we will ensure the foundational elements are in place to 
support our five-year strategic plan aimed at creating a student-centered culture built on 
continuous improvement.”  
 
With increases in real estate revenue and earned income tax revenue, as well as flat basic 
education funding and stable student enrollment, the District ended the year with an operating 
surplus of $0.64 million.    
 
“In 2016, we invested in new Career and Technical Education programs, a new K-8 Science 
curriculum, and instrumental music pilot, and ensuring high quality drinking water was available 
in our schools” said Chief Operations Officer Ronald Joseph. “We remain committed to 
addressing our structural deficit while meeting needs of our schools and students.”   
 
As part of his 90-Day Transition Plan Report, Dr. Hamlet uncovered that, in addition to being a 
decade old, the District’s English Language Arts (ELA) PreK–5 curriculum is not aligned to the 
PA Core Standards, the District’s investment in technology is insufficient and uneven across 
schools, and teachers and staff need consistent, high-quality professional development 
opportunities.  In addition to supporting the adoption of the new ELA Pre-K curriculum, the 
budget supports the installation of six computers in every K-8 ELA classroom to provide 
differentiated support to students.  
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Additional investments support in the 2017 General Fund Budget include:  
 

 Continuing investment in the District’s Summer Dreamers Academy; 
 Hiring of a Community Schools Coordinator; 
 Providing credit recovery opportunities to students; and  
 Implementing an Early College Model.   

 
In Other Business 
The Board approved the appointment of LouAnn Ross as the District’s new Community Schools 
Coordinator. A nationally recognized leader in non-profit management, advocacy, and 
community and governmental affairs, Ms. Ross will be responsible for implementing the recently 
adopted Community Schools Policy.  
 
Currently serving as Executive Director of Jeremiah’s Place, Ms. Ross coordinates fundraising 
and activities to support the organization’s mission to care for children and families in crisis. 
Prior to joining the Jeremiah’s Place in 2013, Ms. Ross served as a Teach for America Corps 
Member/Teacher for the Bertie County School District (2011-2013), Director of Youth and 
Family Policy in the University of Pittsburgh Office of Child Development (2009-2011) and 
President & State Director, Community in Schools Pennsylvania (2007-2009).   
 
Ms. Ross received her Bachelor of Arts and Masters of Public Policy and Management from the 
University of Pittsburgh. Ms. Ross additionally has a Masters of Arts in Education from East 
Carolina University and is currently enrolled in an EDD program in Leadership and 
Administration at Point Park University.   
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